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Finally, after a relatively cool spring season, good weather dawned in Lewiston with bright sunshine and 
warm temperatures.  After unseasonably rainy weather through the weeks leading up to the Snake River 
Challenge it was finally race day! 
 
The cool and wet weather had placed doubt about holding the Challenge as originally scheduled. Up 
until a week before the event the Snake River was full of drifting debris with high water levels and 
extremely fast currents. The river finally settled down sufficiently to have the event move forward, but 
the river was still running very fast and high, and the water temperature was a chilly 61 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Although the course is set in an area of relatively slack water (a reservoir) at the confluence 
of the Snake and Clearwater rivers, the current was still running at 3 to 4 Miles Per Hour. 
 
Entries were down from the previous year, primarily due to the weather, but the athletes and fans were 
treated to a great race. The ¾ Mile course, featuring 2 turns and piers under a major highway bridge, 
swam fast and allowed the swimmers to engage in some close battles. The fans following the race from 
a close shoreline trail were given quite the treat. 
 
The first race of the day featured US Master Swimmers.  Inland Empire Swimming had deployed their 
brand new open water buoys but the Masters were immediately confronted with the effects of the high 
river flow and a windy beginning to the day as the first turn buoy drug anchor, moved slightly from its 
intended position, and laid over on its side. Cautioned prior to the start, the Masters maneuvered 
through the first turn and headed down river.  
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Nearing the final turn buoy, the lead pack put on a show for the crowd, with three swimmers racing 
right behind overall Masters winner Erin Craft, 2nd place Chelsea Murn led 3rd place Tamara Coulter and 
4th overall Linda Snyder closely to the finish. The time differential between first and fourth was 28 
seconds, with second and third finishing less than half a second apart. 
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The next race of the day featured USA Swimming registered swimmers and featured a great start. The 
youthful enthusiasm of the younger group resulted in a frenzied start that delighted the fans, with no 
disappointment on the finish end with first place Ian Wheeler edging out 2nd place Nate Endebrock by  


